[Email from Professor Satoshi Omura (in English)]

I am extremely happy to hear that you are enjoying the delights of cherry blossom viewing every year as
a result of the Japanese Cherry trees that | donated. You may be interested to learn the reasoning
behind the donation. In 1971, | was invited to be a Visiting Research Professor by the late Professor Max
Tishler of Wesleyan’s Department of Chemistry. Upon my arrival, | was very well looked after by Max,
his wife Betty, and all the staff at Wesleyan, in addition to being treated kindly by everyone during my

stay.

When it came time for my return to Japan, | pursued a plan for collaborative research with an American
pharmaceutical company and visited several companies, explaining that | would like to find a suitable
partner company upon my return to Japan. At that time, Max recommended and coordinated a research
collaboration with Merck Co., where he had rose to international prominence before his move to

Wesleyan.

The partnership led to substantial and significant progress, culminating in the discovery and development
of the hugely successful and remarkable Avermectins and Ivermectin, which attracted the award of the
2015 Nobel Prize for myself and Merck’s Prof Bill Campbell. In 2005, | was greatly honored by Wesleyan

by being installed as the inaugural Max Tishler Professor of Chemistry at the university.

At that time, as a gesture to express my deepest thanks and respect for my mentor and great friend Max,
his family and all at Wesleyan, | donated three Japanese cherry trees to be planted in the garden of
Wesleyan’s Mansfield Freeman Center for East Asian Studies. My hope was that the trees would become
a long-lasting reminder of my everlasting appreciation for the friendship, guidance and support that | had

received during and after my time at Wesleyan.

In addition, | hoped that the trees would also act as a symbol to help strengthen and perpetuate the
friendship between America and Japan. | would appreciate it very much if everyone is made aware of
the above situation, to help commemorate Max Tishler and the special relationship that will always exist

between myself and Wesleyan University.

| wear a Max’s tie given by Betty after Max passed away as his keepsake when | deliver a lecture at

the important meeting as shown attached picture. | sincerely hope that you continue to enjoy the



beauty, majesty and ephemeral charm and magic of the cherry blossoms each year, and wish you good

health and the best of luck and success in all your future endeavors.

Kind regards

Satoshi Omura

[Email from Professor Satoshi Omura (in Japanese)]
Translation done by Tsun Lok Kwan (°21), See Woo Lee (’19), Leau Liao (°21), Ally Luo (’20), Felicia
Soderberg (°21), and Estella Zeng (°19) under the supervision of Professor Miyuki Hatano-Cohen and

Professor Naho Maruta
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